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Or the Light within Aſſerted and Held 3 | 


forth, according £0 true Experience, 
—_ the Eairhfal Teſtimony of 
the SCIIptures. 
Alſo, 
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An Appeal to the Witneſs of -Gedi i all A 
Conlciences, which 1s the More Sure' Word. | 2:5 
of Propheſie, the Feitimony of theScrip- 4% 

or the Voice and” FTefti-4:% 

mony of the Light and Spirit of God: b- 


tures Without, 


Within in the Heart. 
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THE” 


PREF AC G E-- 
T: true Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


theMiniſters of the new Covenant, 

were ordained and appointed® by -: 
God tobe Miniſters of Light, Miniſters of; - 3 | 
Righteouſneſs, Miniſters of the Spirit, Mat, E 
5. 14. 2 Cor. 11. 15. and Chap. 3. 6,4 2, 
And this was their work and Hee fo7 
even to preach the Lizht, 20 delve ther 25 5:24 
Meſſage concerning the Lieht, which the 163 - 
heard of Chriſt and were ſent by hind 
preach, as is recorded, 1 John 1.5. il 
that they were to tell men what' the Light 
ws, and where it was to be found, and 10-5 
turn men from darkneſs fo Lieht, from fin A 
ard warighteouſneſs to purity and righteouſ-.... 
nes, from the ſpirit and power of Satans; 70:2 wy 
the Spirit and Power of the livin 5 
(Dan. 12. 3. Act. 26. 18.) held : they” 


$i (4) 
\ might come from under Satans autherity, 
s power and kingdom of darkneſs, into the 
lizht, wherein Chriſt reigns as King, Prieſf 
and Prophet, unto and over all his : whois 
faithful in ail his Houſe, as _ and Lord of 
all, aiſtributinzs Life, Righteouſneſs, 
Mercy and Peace to his whole Family, As 
they abide in him and walk in ſubject10n to 
his Spirit. So that there is no condemnation 
to them that are gathered unto Chriſt, en- 
grafted into him, and who abide in hins 
(walking not after the Fleſh, but after the 
Spirit ) who is the Drickener, Guide and 
Rute of all the Children of the new Covenant. 
For Chriſt is the Way, the Truth and the 
 Lifcinand to them all, and is made by God 
' * all inall unto them. He is their Shepherd, 
| their King, their Captain, their Vine, their 
Olive Tree, their Leader, their Door, 
their Path, their Rule, their Righteouſneſs, 
their Holineſs their Wiſdom, their Reaemp- 
tion, © their Altar, their Sacrifice, their 
Prieſt, their Prophet, thew Sabboth, their 
Light, their Day - ſpring, zheir Bright and 
: M orning 
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Morning Star,their Son, their Shield, theip * \ 
Rock,and their High Tower What ſhall I ſay! 
| God hath gathered together all things into 
one,even inhim,whoſe Spirit, Life and Light 
' Eternal is the one Subſtance, which anſwers 
all the Figures and Shadows of the Law;and 
they are all comprehended and fulfilled and 
end in him, $0 that he « the endof the 
Law for Righteouſneſs, to all that believe in 
him, And he Miniſters Righteouſneſs, he 
Minifters Truth, he Miniſters Life, he 
Miniſters Salvation, he Minifters Power, © 
he Miniſters Pure Heavenly Wiſdom, and 
20 good thing will he with-hold, from them :: 
that come unto him in the Drawings of his 
Father, and follow him whitherſoever he * 
leads,and obey his Goſpel, which s Everlaſt- * 
ingly new and living. — 
Now this precious Miniſtry hath been with- 
drawn and hid from Ages and Generations, © 
in the long Night of the great Apoſigey and © 
thick Darkneſs. And how could it be 0. *. 
therwiſe ? for men being in the Dark, and *; 
having Erred from the True Spirit, and let } 
| in 1 


lies. AF, 
on » 


43 ” 4 rrrong ing ſor, ju; hail up wrong Chur. 
 ches, and having not known the True Wil. 
derneſs (nor being willing to flee into. it) 
whither the True Church fled, and was Nou- 
riſhed by God with the true Food, even 
with the true living vertueand Nouriſh- 
ment, all this Dark N:eht of the Apoſtacy : 
1 ſay, how could they come at the true Light, 
the true Spirit, the true Power (from which 
the :rue Miniſtry is) which aia-aot viſibly 
zow appear, but was with the true Church in 
the Wilderneſs 2 So that there hath been 4 
trae Church all this while, which the Gates 
of Hell have not bees able to prevail azainſt, 
 .&s to her inwird Temple and Altar (nor over 
the Worſhippers which have worſhip d there- 
in) 4thouzh they have gained the outward 
Court, God having ſevered it from his 11- 
ward bailing, and given it to the Gentiles 
. in ſpirit, who are not true Jews, who are 
rot Wor Mapper in the Spirit and inthe Truth 
Rev. 21. t, 
But now at Nv, bleſſed be the Lord, 
the long N izht of 1 Parkne eſs araws towards 
49. 
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aÞ end,yed is come to an end in many Spirits, 
and rhe truc Light s broken forth again 
(and jhineth azain inwardly in many) and 
the true Mninſtry is revived again, and the 
everlaſting Goſpel (the Everlaſting Cove- 
nant of Life, Mercy and Salvation, in 
and through Chriſt Feſus the Licht and 
Life of men) preached az1in, For now, it 
is not only outwardly read that God is Lieht: 
But the Meſſage hith been reccived , and 
perſons choſen and ſent forth by God to nl $ 

liſhit, and to turn men from Darkneſs to: 
Light, and from $:tans power to God, ; 
And, bleſſed bethe Lord, the publiſhing of 7 
ths precious Teſtimony (in the power and 
authority of the Moſt High) hath wot beew 4 
in wain: but the Captivity of many hath . 
been broken by te Power of Lizht, and the 3 
power and reagth of Dark; neſs lip «ward'y) © 
overturned by it. © how. hath the flreneg 
man which kept the Ho:ſ: bejore the fr ongzer 
then he appeared in the nam? and autherity of 
bs Father, 1ſ y, howhath he Tren bled at 
the inward and Spiritual Appearance of him 
£ _ that 
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"The pillars # the old building been ſhaken ? 
How hath the witneſs of God been reached to 
in mens ſpirits: how have the dead been 


raiſed, the blind eye opened, the deaf ear - 


wnſtopped,, the dumb tongue looſed , the 
Lame cauſed to leap as an Hart and the 


tongue of the dumb to ſing, the inward 


Spiritual Leproſie cleanſed and done away 
forever, the wounded healed, the broken- 
hearted bound up: and what hath not the 
Lord done | inwardly and ſpiritually for his 
people, who have been ſenſible of his appear- 
ance, and gathered by his Spirit and Power 
to the true Shiloh, who i the true Shepherd, 
the Land of the living, the holy City and 
Temple, the Light of the City, the Life 
of the City, the Gates and Wall of the 
City, the King an1 Kingdon: both : for 
bis Life, his tur e, his Spirit is all and in 

all, Ah what ds we d:ſire to have, but 
Chriſt the See?, aad this Seed ſown in our 
H _ and abiding in us,and hu Life rieh- 

zcouſt neſs and glory, his bo! 'y Power Domini- 
01 


/ 


Fake WAs fron er - Ho he's ® and how have 


9 'Y 
0n and K ingdom ſprinting up in it !- And 
45 ,in the Apoſtles days, there was the Sealto | 
their T eftimony i in peoples hearts, where their 
Miniſtry was ordered by the Lord and was _ 
received: even (0 it is vow. O how doth the 
witneſs anſwer in mens hzarts and Conſcien- 
ces ! and they that keep to the witneſs and its 
Teftimony , not hearkening after words to the 
wiſdomn of the fleſh,how do they become living 
Epiſtles 10 be ſeen and read of all men, as the 
Lord pleaſeth to open that eye in any, which 
Ean ſet and read. 

Now to be often T eflifying of this Light 
(which the Lord hath viſited us with, and 
wherein we experience the knowledgof bisSon. 5 
and Redemption by him) to 15 it is not grie- 
vores,and it is good and ſafe for others. There- 


fore;st ariſing in my heart in the ſprinzings of 


Life,and ling upon me ( as inthe Sight of the 


Lord) to zive forth this further ( ſhort) Teſti- 


201 for the ſakes of ſuch 2s have any deſire 


70 know and experience the Truth as it is 1 


Feſus , I am given upin Spirit to ſerve my 
God therein, ns do mive it | forth 1 in bumility, 


in in fear, in renderneſs 0 of f/ ir it, inirne love, 
| with 


A 


(20). 
"with breathings tomy God, that he would 
\. pleaſe to open the hearts of thoſe that ſhall ve 
Pp znclin'd toread it, that they may feel ſome- 
what of that in themſelves from which the 
=. Teſtimony came, CF ſo there-from may hear, 
; _ #n trive ſenſe and under;tanding, the true and 
| 96: report of the found of Life and Salvation 
Toms & our Azc, and m. 1y learn jo to turn in- 
..wardly from the darkneſs to the Light , from 
"hep ower of $aian to Gods Spirit and appear- 
< #PCe ranks that the «:rm of the Lord may 
 berevealed in them and power, 'ully firetched 
J out for them. And this is the precious know- 
ledre of Chrift indeed, even to know 
7 the Power of God, Chriffehe Wiſdons 
9) God inw:rdly nocaled and working in 
- ve heart geſtroying [i i” n there,and building ap 
A rhe holy building, wherein he himſelf will 
E dwell audreign.othit all that truly breath af- 
E ter him, might ;:ot be with-held from him 
be  (4ad bis liroms Teſtimony & inward appear- 
I ance)by the power of darkneſs F deceit which 
works ſubtilly inthe heart azainſt the aypea- 
 7rance,power ang work of the Lord there : but 
mig this come to know him, Ames. 
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The Ancient Principlec of Truth, 
or the Light Wichin afferred 
and held torth according to 
crue Experience and the faith .- 
tul Teſtimony of the Sctip- 3 
cures, 1n the Anſwers to four %) 


Que ſtions. 

' I. What this Light is &, which we refife 5 I 
of,and what is the nature of it ? 3 
2. What it doth inw.rdly in the beart © 


3. How ut comtth tobe lighted\ſet up X 3 


and increaſed there ? - 
4. How #t cometh tobe diminiſhed or ex”; 2 


FOENR inany? 


Quet. Hat is this: Light © 
which we jo ear-. 
neſtly teſtifit  ofs. 


ad ioheny we i re, that all mew are (a: 


%,* * 
v Sat.» 
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266265 a 
have been) in ſome meaſure enlightenedby it * 
and what is the nature of it ? 


Anſw. Tt is that which ſhineth from 
God in the heart, wherein God is 


necr to men, and whercin and where-. 


by men may ſeek after God'and find 


him. =. 

. God is a Spirit : and his Spirit and 
Preſence is neer to all men, Whi- 
ther ſhall I zo from thy Spirit ? or whi- 


; | ther ſhall I flee from thy Preſence -. 
(ſal. 129. 7.&c.) Itis impeſiible for 


E- any lo todo, For God, who isa Spi- 
- fit (and the Father of Svirits) is nigh 
tocvery Spirit. Every Spirit depends 
+ upon. him the Fountain of Spirits, and 
5 bath" its being, Lite and. motion from: 
F himandinhim, after a ſence, though 
not atter ſuch a ſence, as they who are 
quickened by him experience. 


_ Now God, who is Light, being ſo 


neer every man : doth he never ſhine 
apon .them 4 They are Darkneſs : 
but. 


" Y a. os _”” at foo tnd a PLY ed a ro 


"ooh. 0 — Os | 
but doth he never appear in "the dark- 

neſs? He whois Light loveth Man-_ 
Kind: doth he never viſit them with 
his love 2 He knoweth what and how _; 
great inward and ſpiritual Enemies 
Man-kind hath : doth he never make '** 
any diſcoveries of their Enemies to # 
them © Yes ; The Light is neer all. 
Man-kind to diſcover to them and help _ 4 
them againſt the darkneſs:and the love = 
is ncer to help them againſt the enmity 4 
which deſtroyeth, and ſo to ſave them. © 
For whoſoever joyneth to the Light of #4 
Gods Spirit, cannot but witneſs Sal- 5 
vation thereby : tor it is of a ſaving : 
nature, and bringeth Salvation with 3 
it toall thatreceiveit. Chriſt is in it, #% 
and is known by it (inwardly, ſpiritu- _ 
ally, livingly known) and he is nor -? 
' Nor can be known without-it. He that 

knoweth the Light of Gods Spirit, 
knoweth Chriſt; and he that belie-_ 
veth in it,believeth in him:and he that 

knoweth not nor believeth therein, 


neither knoweth nor believeth in » 


———  -- 
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4 (Cas Rom. 2.) Sois it now allo. 


(14) 
Chrif® So that as the Fews circum- 
cifion outward, -and their knowledge 
- aad thinking to be juſtified by the 3: 
reouſneſs and works of the Law (which 
moſt of them brake and were Tranſ- 
greſſors of, though Paul ſaid, - he was 
toxching the righteouſneſs which is in the 
* Law, blameleſs) I ſay, as this was di(- 
: , owned and denyed by Chriſt and his 


&:- Apoſtles, and the circumciſion and | 
| |. work of God on the hearts of the Gen. 


. Tiles ſet over it, and exalted above it : 
| The 

knowledge of thoſe, and belict of thoſe 
who own the Light and believe in the 
Light,is owned by God's Spirit (in this 
our day) for the true believing in the 
... Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and for that know- 
ledge which is life eternal - and the 
- knowing and believing on him, as men 

account it, according to their appre- 


henfions of the Letter, without this, | 


is reckoned with God for ignorance and 
unbelick. | 


S 


So that, in this is God koown, Jag 


n . - Nt 
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and his Salvation is nigh, and his Righ- 


fving knowledge, the knowledge of 
the Grace, of the Gift of Grace which 
brings Salvation, In this is the -Son 


kiſſed, in this is he drawn nigh to, and 


conſe to by the Soul, and not out of 
it, Here are the drawings of the Fa- 
ther felt. Letany man teel-this, he 
tcels that which begets to God: he 


ts of the nature of the Son, wherein 
the Father draws (the. heart 'of.'the 


out of the darkneſs wherein Chriſt is 
not nor dwels, into the Light wherein 
Chriſt is with the Father: and {6 in 


oat in this the Soul comes : it.comes 


B 5:38 


this is Chriſt believed in, Here God 
draws nigh to_cvery. man, and is a 4 


God not atar off,” but nigh ar bad; - 


tcouſneſs ready to be revealed here- . 
and here every" man may feck after 
and obtain the knowledge of him, the ' 


feels that which comes from the Son; 


Child whom he.begets):to the Son, 


this the Soul is ever neer, and our -of 


re 


6 SY c 1 
it Rill afar off. In thi$ is the holy xgor 

= witneſſed, and che _ingrafting” there- 
** Into: out of this the hofy Root is 
| not known, nor can men underſtand: 
what it 4s to be ingrafted-ingo him, 
and how he is an Olite Treg; + Vine, 3 J 


'2 Door, a Shepherd; @ Leader, 2 
Captain, a Redecmer;...Nor can men 
poſhibly know the voice of the.;ruc w 
Shepherd, from the voice oh;2 Stran- 
or, till they come hithex ; - nog how 
the true Shepherd walks? before his th 
Sheep, and what it is to follow him our 
ofrhat which deſtroys, into that which. 
regenerates, makes new and living BC his 

* they come hither. "3 


Now #his inward Light s abundantly teſfti-Jing 


fied of inthe Scriptures. , 5 


As firſt by Moſes,who ſpeaking of the 
other Covenant, the new Covenant 
the Covenant of . Circumcifi ing the 
Heart; -turneth or dire&eth the ood 


Mat 
tall 
"E 


Se af 


fe: al” 
to this Word or Commandment nigh,” 
| whereby alone.it'can be done; as Dear. 
| 30+ And this:$as the reaſon; © why 
God ſo often” commanded the'Fems 
2 | tocircumcife their hearts, and to waſh 
> | | them and make themeclean, trom their 
: Picked wa Kart vain thoughts, .be-' 
ac: /eFratudrotted their minds-to 
© | that, and that was near to thew,where-. 
- lin and whereby it might be doiie. In 

W another place, he bids them make-. 
5B Ithema new heart, Ezet. 18. 31. how': 
at could that be done 2 Why, by turning 
[to Gods Spirit which ſtrove with them, 
= jois Power would effect it in them : 
land men are ſaid to purifie their hearts, 
through the Spirit, in loving and obcy- 
2-Jog the Truch which doth 1t, 1 Pet. 1, 

B2. Foh 17-17. | 


he 24ly, by Fob, who ſpeaks of Gods 
NB andle ſhining upon his Head, and of ' 
Zhd ralking through Darkueſs by his 
Wight, Chap. 29. 30. He ſpeaks hike- 
io B 2 wiſe 
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wiſe of thoſe that "rebel againſt the: |* 
Light, that know not the wayes there- 4: 
. of, norabidein the paths thereof,Chap. |* 
p-. 4. I3, s. 34 1 


3dly,By David,who by it ſaw thuqugh L 
the es and ſhadows oh ſubſtance, > 
and grew wiſer then bis Teachers; he ' Wi 
knowing the Word within,and having | 
his Candle lighted hy it, {o' chat he Li 
knew. the inward Law which cenverts - Hr 
theſgul; and was led by Gods Light i|42 
and Truth ſhining in his inward parts, | 
Pſat. 43+ 3- UE TEC 


athly, By Solomon, The Commanament : Th 

 # a Lamp, andthe Law Light, and the} 
reproofs' of inflruttion_the way of Life, | 
Prov;6.23. Every one that-experien- Ihe 
ceth the Light, the Law, the Com- [#97 
mandment within, knoweth: it to be] 
thus. Again, ſaith he, The Path of thi} 
Snft is. as the ſhining Light, that Nhinet 
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. |avore aud more unto the pee? day, Chap. 
14-18. Juſt as a Lig 


t> Which- ſhines * 
outwardly, is to the outward . man: 


. ſuch is the inward Light to the inward | 


* 


man; ye more : for inwardly , the 
[Light and the Way is all ohe, - Chriſt 
is the way, the Truth and: the Life, 
[which-are three names of one and the 
{fame thing. Andhe that walksin the - 
[Light, walks in the way of Life and 
JHolineſs; which he that walks-in the _ 
;[darkneſs, walks out of. I ſhall menti- 


on bur one place more, which'is very 


{differently rendred, it is Chap. 20. 27. 
[The new Tranſlation renders. ir thus, 
1The Spirit of man is the Candle of the Lord, - 
lſearching alls the inward parts of the betty. 
{The Old thus, The Light of the Lord « 
\the breath of man, and ſearcheth all the 


bowels of the belly. The heart of 'man,. 
{ the unregenerate mind , the unre- 


we 


ſhit hi ſpirit) is deceitfull above 


1 things and deſperately wicked : 
| P 3 _ that 


_ 


Shed” 


' that whereby God ſearcheth it, is hag g 


Light, his Candle, - his own Holy 
Spirit, , 


_ 5thly, By thc Prophees, as Fſatak 
Feremy, Ezekiel, Micah, &c. who ſaid 
He hath jhzwed th:e, O min, what © god] 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, b 

fo do juſtly, and to Love mercy, and f 
humble thy ſelf to walk with th _ 
Chap. Fg $. How doch ' Go 


this to manki1d, bar by the joan 


Light of his Spirit, + 
6thly, By Fohn Baptiſt, who was the 


fore-runner, and teſtifted of Chriſt ag 


of the inward and ſpiritual Baptizer 
who had his Fan in his hand: wha 
js that 2 What doth Chriſt Fan with 
W hat doth he fan, and with mar 
The Lijzht within is a Fan, the Spirit 
within,” is 2 Spirit of Judgment. ay 
burning : it ſcatters the darkneſs, yei 

F | TT 
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| Chap. 8,12, HowiSG heiſt the Light 


m_ — 


it conſumes and burns up the Drofy: 
and Stubble there, 


7thly, By Chriſt himſelf! who ſaid, 
This is the condemnation, that Light « 
come into the World, and men loved dark- 
neſs rather then Licht » becauſe their deeds 


were *vil, John 3. 19. Mark how 
Chriſt preached the Light (the Seed, 
1 the Kingdom, the Leaven ) and bid 


men bring their deeds to it, and blamed 
them that did nor, ver. 20.21, How 


can there be an inward Few, an inward 


Circumciſion,wirthout aninward Law, 
inward Light, an inward Teſtimony ? 
and tothis inwardLaw and Teſtimony, 
muſt the , inward Few daily have re- 
courſe, and bring his deeds thither, to 


| be judged and ſcanned there. Again, 


Chriſt faith, 7 am tbe Light of the World : 


he that followeth me, (hall not walk in dark- 


weſs , but ſhall have the Lieht of Life, 


of 


als ood pt 4 
f £ 6 
| | F-.. 


| of the World, or how was Chriſt the 


Light of the World? . Was he only 
fo, as he appearcd in that body of 
fleſh? Is he not ſo in his inward and 
ſpiritual appearance ? Is be not the 
Univerſal Light, the Son of Righte- 
ouſneſs,which enlighteneth the whole 
dark World ? Yet again he faith, Ter 
« little while i the light with you , walk 
while ye have the lizht, leſt darkneſs come 
upon'you : for he that walketh in darkneſs, 
kaoweth not whither he goeth. While ye 
have the light, believe 1n the light, that 
ye may be the Children of light, Chap. 12. 
35. 36. This 15 Chriſts direRion to 
men how they may become trueBelic- 
vers,t0 wit, by believing in the Light, 
The Light ſhines in the darkneſs ( ye 
were darkneſs ) and by believing in it, 
men become Children of it, i 


:hbly, By the Apottles,, and Evar- 
elifts. Theywere ſent to turn men from 
Darkneſs to Light, 45.26, 18. and 


— 


they 


— 


they teſtified of the Lightthey wene. N 
ro turn men.to: delivered their meſ- 
ſage that God was Light, and thar in 


him was no darkneſs at all, They  : 


preached Chriſt the Light, the Life, 
the Way, the Truth. -They turned 
men from Satans ſpirit which is dark« 
neſs, to Gods Spirit which is Light. 


Fohn the Evangeliſt teſtified of 
the Word which was in the beginning; and 
ſaid, 11 him was life, andthe Life was 
the Light of min. . And theligcht ſhineth 
in darkneſs, and the darkneſs comprehended 
it not, Chap. 1. 4,5. Andagain faith, 
ſpeaking of him, That was the true light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh in- 
to theworld,vcrſ,g. ow 


Pail ſaith, whatſoever doth make mani- 


feft is Light, Eheſ. 5. 3. Wherefore 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
the dead ( verl. 14. ) for God hath 
ſent forth the Light of his Son to _—_ 

rnCecs 


thee. Apain, he profeſſedly ayerreth, 
that the word nigh in the mouth and 
Heart, was that Word of Faith which 
'he preached, Row. 10,8. If fo, then 
' that is the Word of faith which is to be 
'believedin, if men would believe in 


Chriſt and be ſaved by him. 


Fames ſpeaketh of God as the father 
of Lights, from whom every good and 
*perfe& Gitt proceedeth, Chap. 1. 17, 
Then ſurely from him is the Grace, 
'and the Gift (the free Gift) by 
Grace, which is upon all co Juſtification 
of life, that recciye it and follow the 
ireachings of it. | 


Peter ſpeaks of the more ſure word 
of propheſie, ro which men ſhould take 
'heed; and wait, in taking heed ro 
that, for the dawning of the day, and 
the ari{iog of the Day-Starin the hearc, 
'2 Pet. 1.19. Iiideed, all men ought to 
wait for, and give hecd to the Light of 
no - God's 


| (35 ) "MY 
God's holy Spirit, and the holy Pro- - 
phefies, Warnings and DireRions 
thereof in their hearts, . "YN 


And Fohn, at laſt as I may ſay, in 
that Book of the Revelation- (cloſing 
up the Teſtimony of that Age and Ge- 
ncration ) ſpeaks of walking in the 
Light of the Lamb, Chap. 21. 23, 24. . 
(which every one that comes to witneſs 
the true Light, ought to do, elſe there _ 
is no true fellowſhip with God, nor :; 
with his Sanctified Ones, who are } 
gathered into and walk in the Light, * 
even as God is in the Light, 1 Fohn 1, | 
7.) And the Angel that opened the } 
Prophefies and Myſteries of that Book 4 
to 7 ohn, ſaid, that the Teſtimony of Fe- * 
ſas is the Spirit of Propheſie, | Chap. 19. | 
10. So then, he that hath this Spirit | 
of Propheſic, he that hath this in- | 
ward Licht, hath the Teſtimony of ; 
Jeſus: bur he that hath itnot, hath *' 
not the Teſtimony is felt, bur only } 

| * - words 
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« (26) 
© -words concerning the Teſtimony, -For | 
this is the DiſtinQion between the true . 
+ "Believer and the. Falſe :. The true 
Believer hath the Spirit of Prophefic, - 
the Witneſs in himſelf, ( 1 Fohns5. 
- 10.) the Falſe Believer hath bur the 
{ Outward Teſtimony or Relation of 
things, but npt the Inward Sub- 
ance, the Covenant and Law of Life 
within. 


_—— ——_—_—_——— 
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| | Quet Vue doth this Light do 
inwardly im the Hearts 
of theſe that receive it, believe in it and 
2 Zeng up tort? 


Anſ. Ie doth all that. is requiſite tv 
be done," from the Souls coming Out 
of Spiritual Zgype into the Lind of 
- Reſt; and all thar is needſul {or its 
. - Growth and Preſervation there.” 

\.* Ficſt, it Enlighteneth, Ir ſheweth 
Foe is Evil, and alſo what is Good, 
according 


(27) 
according to the Meaſure and Propor- 
tion of it, and according to Gods cauſ- 
ingitco Shine in the Heart; It Difſ- 
covers the Myſtery of Darknefs, the 
Myſtery of Ungodlineſs,theMyſtery of 
Iniquity, the Myſtery of Deceit in all 
its Myſterious Workings : for nothing = 
is hid from the Light of him with } 
whom we have to do. And it alſo. : 
diſcovers the Myſtery of Godlineſs,the®* J 
Myſtery of Holineſs, the Pure Way } 
and Commandment of Lite ; and 
gives all the Believers ( the True 
Belieyers in Chriſt) this Experience, # 
That bis Commanament is Life Everlaſke.: ? 
ing. There is nothing the heart needy: } 
defire toknow of God, but this makes 
it manifeſt,in the due feafon. ' It opens 1? 
the very Myſtery of the; Scriptures, 
gives the right Underſtanding.aud ap- . 
plication of the Promiſes, -wix flat 
fils the Prophefies thereof in the# 
hear L. NE A Fd 
24ly, It doth nor only manifeſt the . 4 
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—_ (3®) . 
00d and evil, bur likewiſe inclines the 
mind ro chuſe the good and refuſe the 
evil, It draws from the evil and to- 
wards the good: yea, and the (oul is 
made willing in the day of him who 
is light, and who appears in the light, 
and reveals his power there. There 
i5a way, an high way ſpoken of F/a. 

.3$+8. called the way of holineis, which 
the yncleag can neither diſcern nor 

paſs over to: but the Light of the 

+ Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the meaſure of 

| Grace and Truth' wherewicth he cn- 

E lightens men, {o maniteſts and leads 

| into this way, that they that arc 

+ raught and guided by him ſhall walk 

 thereimand not err. 

_-3dhy, Ir ſcatters the darkneſs,breaks 
the power of the enemy, it makes one 
| With him whois all power, and giveth 
Wo partake thereof, ſo thar power is 
viven ito become ſons, in the Light, 
Fo thc Children of the Light : power 
| given to become Kings and Prieſts ” 
| God: 
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God : power given to reign in the 
dominion of his Life, in the dominion 


of his Truth, over fin, over death, ' | 
oyer deccit; and to offerup the holy - 


living ſacrifices to God. 


What ſhall 1 fay ? It is one with | 


Chriſt, it is of his heavenly Spirit 


ahd Nature, it makes way tor him, 
it leads to him, it fills with bim, it. 
brings into unity and fellowſhip bork 


with the Father and the Son, where 


the peace which paſſeth underſtand-_ 


ing, and the joy unſpeakable and fall 


of glory abounds. This is the Goſpel-  } 
meſſage, that God is Light: and 
they thatare gathered into and abide 
in this Light, they are gathered into 


and abide in unity and fellowſhip,both 
with the Father and the Son. 


David had great ſenſe, and great 


experience of this Light of Gods -holy 


Spirit, & of his Truth ſent forth,manj-,, 
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teſted and revealed in his inward parts, 
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as is ſignified, Pal. 51.6. and again” * 


py ”, | 
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in that yehement Prayer of | his; 
Pf4l.. 43:35 Oſend out thy Light afid; 
thy Truth ; let them lead. me, let them 
bring me wnto thy holy Hill, and to thy 
Tabernacles, Then will I go unto the Altar 
of God, unts God the glaaneſs of my joy - 
yea, upon the harp will I Praiſe thee, O God, 
#y God, Indeed when the Light ſhines 
and the Truth ſprings up in the hearr, 
it leads to him that is true, it leads 
to the Holy Hill ad Mountain of the 
Lord and to the Inward Altar which 
they have' no Right to who ſerve and 
and worſhip at the outward; and the 
. Harp is known whereon the Moſt High 
* is Praiſed, even that. Inward Harp, 
+ .whereef Davids outward Harp was 
bur che Figure. . Therefore they that 
come tothe Holy, Hill of God, to the 
Mountain of the, Lord's Houſe, and to 
© that Holy building which is reared 
= ere, they invite and incourage others 
EB walk in that Light which-led them 
P*=bither, wherein . Communion with 
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(32) 
God-and one with another, and the 
Bleſſings of Life and Peace are Enjoy- 

 edj{[a. 2. 5. | | | 
Bur what thould T ſpeak of the 
Sufficiency of the Light and Grace . 
of the Spirit of our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt 
or of what it ts able todo, and of what 
he is pleaſed ro work by it? I ſhall 
only ſay this : that as the Fulneſs was 
enough for Chriſt, and to fit nim for. 
the Work which he had todo : ſo tne 
meaſure of Grace and Truth which 
be beſtows, is enough tor every man. 
My Grace 1s Sufficient for thee, ſaid God 
co Paul: and fo it is for every man. 
There is no Want of Suftfciency in the 
Grace of God, in the Seed of the 
Kingdom, in the Pearl of Price, in | 
the Holy Leavea, in rhe Heavenly -:* 
Salr; but the Vertue- and Strength 
ofit is Greater, then the Enemy. is 
. abletowithſtand: and tt that keeps 4 
——=——--4UEparts Not from it, fall feel * 2 
of C _ Life 4 


(32) 
Life and Power ſpringing up in it, to 
quicken him and carry him thrungh 
all that God requires of him. For 
the Water which Chriſt gives is a 
Well, ſpringing up ( in him to whom 
it is Given ) unto. Life Eternal : and 
this Water is able to Walh, able to 
Nouriſh, able to.Bill the Soul with 
Living Vertue, which waiteth for 
it and partaketh of it, And all the_ 
: Nations of them that are ſaved, are 
to walk inthe Light of God's Spirit. 
To this men are to be turned, unto 
6 This they are to be gathered, into this 
>. they arc to be Tranſlated ( even 
- from. the Kingdom of Darkneſs, ints 
the Sons Marvellous Light) and being 
changed by ir (into its Nature ) be- 
come Lightin the Lord, and vught to 
- walkin the Light, as God is. in the 
& (Light. 1 Fohn 1.7. 
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Queſt ow doth the Mind come to .; 
.F be Enlighted, and the Can- © 
ale the Lord come tobe ſet inp in the _ 

Soul < © 


Anſw. By God's cauſing it tO ſhine 
there, and the minds being turned to 
it and givenup #0 be exerciſed by it, 
as it pleaſeth the Lord to cauſe it ro 
ſhine. 

The Power of the Lord reacheili to: p. 
the pure Principle of Life and et 1-1 
in the heart, in the ſeaſons of his good + ? 
Pleaſure. This being reached to and 4 
touched by the Lord, anſwers his 
touch, his viſit, his call : and wt 
mind being rurned to it, ſenfible of - 
it, and willing to let it into its narure 
and ſpiric, *and co become-qnegvich 3 ir, 
(ſuffering -wich ic and ,begring its... 

-—@rofss ) the Sced* cometh x0- grow 
chere, the Light which Fas, hid ads 
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(34) 
| overwhelmed under the Earth (under 
- "the earthly Wiſdom , the earthly 
Will, the carthly Knowledge, ' the 
earthly Deſires, the Earthly - De- 
E lights, &c. ) cometh to be baked up 
- There, - yea the lite cometh to be quic- 
kened more and more, and the holy 
| Leaven to fpread more and more 
there. And this ſenſible Plant of 
God's Renown being thus entertained, 
and being not . afterwards grieved, di- 
ſpiſed, quenched or hurt, by the 
giving way to and letting in ot that 
- Which is contrary to it, it ſhooterh np 
into a Kingdom of Righteouſneſs , 
 intoa Tec of Righteouſneſs, within 
& the compaſs - .hereof and under the 
\ ſhadow whereof the Soul fitrech down 
in Peace and Reſt, and is defended 
and nouriſhed with that which is pure 
and living , and full of the pure Sa» 
- and Vertue, and fo becomes ſtrong 10 
the Lord, and in the Power of his 
b Might, againſt the powerand flecogth 
"= | ; > 
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(35) 
of darkneſs. Now this all men.may 
experience, (at firſt in ſome low mea- * 
ſure and degree, and afterwards more 
and more) as they come to feel after, 
and hare a ſenſe of that which is of 
God an 200d in the heart, and come 
to joyn and give up toit, For then it 
will be working againſt aud purging 
out that which is ot a contrary nature, 
and overſpreading the heart with its 
own Nature : inſomuch-as, thar 
which was the leaſt, will become the 
greateſt ; and that which was the 
' loweſt of all (and indeed trampled 
under ſoot) will riſe up into [ominion 
and Power over all, and bring all nn- 
der. Sothat the loity City, the lot- 
ty building of fleihly Wiſdom, and oz 
Sin and Iniquity in the keart, will be 
Jaid low; and the feet' of the Seed © 
ſhall tread ir down, even thefeert of } 
that which was once poor and needy; 
until it was anointed, and its Horn ex-- 
altcd by the Lord. 3. 
G3. Queſt, 
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Queſt. ow tu the Light or Candle of 
Do H the Lord diminiſhed, and. 


at length extinguiſhed or put out in ſome © 
or how cometh that about * 


Anſw. By their negle&ing, deſpi- 
fing , quenching it, hearkening and 
giving way to the contrary ſpirit in its 
- Motions and Temptations. For as 

. the Good, let in, ſtops and works out 
- - the Evil: ſo the Evil let in ſtops and 
works out the Good. So the Philiſline- 
* nature, given way to, ſtops the in- 
' ward Well, which Faceb haddigged 
- and opened. There is a time whercin 
| Life isa Myſtery, a Fountain fealed, 
| and there 1s a time wherein God un- 
ſeals the Fountain and opens the My- 
ſtery in the heart, - O then great care 
is to be had, and the Soul is tolie very 
low in the pure Fear, that it may 

continue in his Goodneſs, and walk 
| worthy 
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worthy of his/Love, that the Foun- 
reain may be kept open, and the pure 
Springs of the holy Land flow, and 
not be ſealed and ſhur up again. For 
there are ſome that rebel againſt the 


' Light, and they dwell in a dry Land. 


There were ſome that did alwayes 
reſiſt and vex God's Spirit, and the 
Lord's Spirit ceaſed ſtriving with 
them, and gave them up to a repro- 
bace ſenſe and judgement concerning 
the things of God, There are ſome 
that do not improve God's good 
Tal-nt, and from them that which 
was Once given, is again taken away. 
Yea the Candle of the Wicked ſhall 
one time or other be put out , -and 
they ſhall be filent in darkneſs, and 
their Mouth ſtopped from haviag any 
thing to ſay againſt God, his Truth 
and People for evermore. And all 
men had need to take heed, how 
they be wanton with the Grace of 
God, ordeſpile the day of thetr viſi- 

cation 
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tation by the holy Light of God's Spi- | 


rit : for if God Zo away the Talent, 
if God pur out the inward Candle, 
who can light it again? O how did 
FOor . NOPE 3 the man after God's own 
Heart radios: by letting the Enemy's 
temptations in upon him, Caſt me not 


away from iny Preſe. 2ce, ſaidlbe, and. 


' Fake not thy holy Spirit from mc, Indeed 


"the did loſe his condition at the pre- | 


ſent, and he fpeaks as a man in 
danger of bei3g quite undone ; though 
atterwards he came to Comfort and 
Afiurance, rhat God woutd reſtore to 
kim the Joy of his Salvation, and 
light his Candle and enlizhren his 
Darkneſs again, 

Bu: I am rot inſenfible of what 
doubts and diſputes there are in mens 
minds, avout tis Teſtimony which 
we eive (from certain knowledge and 
rrue expericn ce) concerning the Lighr, 
wheorewith God 1036, 5p Souls. 


Ar firſt , when the Teſtimony fi firſt 


Came 


| (39) 
came forth, men would not orant 
ſuch a thing, as a Light from God in 
men; which convinced of and repro- 
ved for Sin, But now there are many 
will afſcnt to that, who yer cannot 
believe it to be a Meaſure of the 


| Grace and Truth which comes by 


Jeſus Chriſt, and that in it the Suffici- 
ency and Power of God is revealed 
agaiaſt the ſtrength and power of 


; Satan, Bur ler {uch ſerioully con- 


fider, 

Firft, who they are that have teſti- 
fied and reſtifie 07 this Light ? They 
are Perfoas who, generally , have 
been deeply cxcrcited in Religion : 
Perions, who have read che Scriptures 
very diligentty, with much praying 
and waiting upon God tor rhe true, 
certain and cliear underitanding or 
them : Perſoizs, who ( leveral of - 
chem) have had experience ,of moſt. 
(it nor all other) ſeparated Wayes; 
bur could never meet with the Anſwer 


of 


of the Cry of their Souls , nor with 
SatisfaCtion to that Birth, which brea- 
thed in them after the: Lord, nighc 

aud day. LY | 
2dly, What their Teſtimony is, 
which is manifold, as firſt, That they 
were by the Lord (even by his holy 
Spirit, and the ſhinings and {pringings 
. of his precious Secd in them) turned to 
this light, and ſhewn it to be of God. 
adly, That in turning to it, they ſtill 
met with the Preſence, Appearance, 
and Power of the Lord working in 
their hearts. 3dly, That it did nor only 
diſcover Sin to them, but alſo power- 
fully reſiſt ir, fight againſt it and 
bring it under; which no light and 
power, beſides the Light and Power 
of God's Spirit can do. 4thly, That 
the Liſe of the Son is manifeſted and 
revealed init, and they come therein 
truly to ſee, and taſte and handle the 
Word of eternal Lite, whly, That in 
this Light they come to witneſs clean- 
{ing 
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ſing by the Blood of the Lamb, and 
the eyerlaſting Covenant made with 
them (even the ſure Mercies of David) 
and the holy and precious Promiſes 
fulfilled in them, whereby they are 
made Partakers of the divine Nature, 
and come to witneſs an enterance into 
the holy City, and drink of the 
Streams of the pure Chryſtal River, 
which refreſh and make glad the City 
of our God, and all the Tabernacles 
wherein he dwels. Laſtly, to menti- 
on no more, the Lord hath ſhewn 
them, how this had been formerly 
with them, even in the dayes of their 
former Profeſſion; and how God had 
wrought by this in them in former 
times, though they then knew it nor z 
and thatall rheir Ability then ro un- 
derſtand any thing of God aright, or 
to pray unto him, or reap ally true 
benefit from the Scriptures , was 
through the ſtirring ot this in them, 


whereby God even then in ſome mea- 
ſure 


| 42) 
{ure enlightened and quickened their vin 
minds. For, there being ſuch a Þy" 
Principle in man, it works variouſly, Ju; 
and many times when he is not aware Ir 
of it: and he hath benefit thereby, if Jn 
he reſiſt it not, bur receive its influ- 
ence and operation, though he hath Jth! 
not the diſtiz& knowledge and diſcer- Li 
ning of it, jth 

3dly, Again confider, Whether |D 
the Lighe of Chriſts Spirit, or the |W. 
Grace and Truth which is by Teſus |hi 
Chriſt, hath not this property of diſ- | it 
covering, convincing and reproving Pit 
for fin « Noubtleſs the Law'of the |d 
ſpirit of lite in Chriſt Jeſus, ia the, | h 
loweſt Miniſtration of it, is of that | © 
nature that itdiſcovereth, and fight- | \ 
eth againſt the Law of fin and death, | 
whereverit finds it, And whetherthe | « 
Comtorter, the holy Spirit of Truth, | | 
who leads our of all Error and Falſ- | 
hcoJ and into all Truth, is noras well |} 
to be known by this, even by his coa- 
VIncing 
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incing the world of fin, and'inward- 
ly reproving for fin, as by his comfor- 
ting of the Saints, in their holy 
Travels out of fin and Battels again* 


thn ? | 


Conſider qthly, Whether jany 
thing can convince of {in, but; the 
Light of God's holy Spiric ſhining in 


fſthe hearts There may be an outward 


Declaration of fin by the Law out- 
ward ; bur ir never rcacheth the 
heart and Conſcience, but by the 
ſhining of the Light inward : Nay, 
it cannot ſo much as reach to the un- 
derſtanding, but as God opens the 
heart, and brings home the coavicti- 
on by his Light and Power. This. 
we have experience of in the Fews, 
who though the Prophets came with 
certain evideiice and demonſtration . 
from God's Spirit, yet they were not * 
convinced thereby, but ſtood it out 
againſt the Prophets, and juſtified / 
themſe]ves againſt the Voice and 


\ Word - 


(44). 
Word of the Lord, their Eyes being 
cloſed, their Ears ſhut and Hearts 
| hardencd againſt that of God in them, 
as may beread in Feremiah, Chap. 2, 
and in divers other places, even tol 
Admiration. And what wickedneſs 
is ſo great, which the hardened man 
will nor plead for, and be defending 
and juſtifying himſelf in © Yea, i 
God do open mens underſtandings in} 
ſome meaſure, ſo that they cannot] 
but confeſs ſuch and fuch things to 
be evil in general (as Pride, cove- | 
rouſneſs, drunkenneſs , ri2touſneſs , | 
exceſsin apparel, lying,{wearing, &c.) 
et they arc not able toſce the evil 
, and danger of theie things in and to 
themſelves, but have covers and” 
excuſes to hide them, unleſs the in- 
ward Light and "Spirit of the Lord | 
ſearch their hearts,and make them ma- ] 
ones them: , L 
5 thly;@offider the weiehr and-pro- } 
per tendency of theſe two Seeds; ' 
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S and do not formx-afither meaning, 

and ſoput off the drift and intent of 
God's holy Spirit in them.” The firſt 


2 | is thatofthe Apoſtle, Ephel. 5.13.14. 
rol £ut all things that are reproved, are made 
fed Pofeſt by 3he Light : For whatſoever 
ank oth make manifeſt, s Light. Wherefore 
1ol te ſaith, Awake thou that ſheepeſt, &c. 
| Every man is bid to Awake,  becauſc 
| cvery men hath ſore proportion of 
or} F*hat in him, which (if hearkened to) 
to | Will reprove, rouſe up and awaken 
+. |. him, and lead him from among the 
* acad, to bim who gives the Light and 


)} cauſcth it to ſhine in him, even in the 
1 | midſt of his darkneſs and corruption, 
that it might awaken him out of it. 
44 The other Scripture is that of Gal. 5. 
#7. where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
4 | Fleſh irs lufting againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and 


that theſe twoare contrary. .Did not 
. # God's Spirit ſtrive with the old World? 
__ 4. Tor only with the Sons of Wwno 
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had corrupted themſelves, but with 
the reſt alſo « And what is it that hath 
ſtriven with wicked men ſince, and 
that doth ſtrive with wicked men ſtill - 
Is it not the ſame good Spirit ? What 
is italſo that inwardly reſiſts and Juſts 
- againſt the Will and ſtrivings of God's 
Spirit ? Is it not Fleſh ? So here are 
the two Seeds, the two Principles 
(which are contrary one to the other) 
near man, For there is the Creature 
man (which of right is the Lords) 
into whom the Deſtroyer hath gained 
enterance, and in whom he rules by 
the Law of Sin and Death. Now, 
he who made man ſceketh aiter him, 
and findeth out his Enemy in man, 
and giveth forth a Law againſt him 
inwardly in the heart: which fo far 
as any man gives carto, believes and 
reccives, taere arileth preſently a 
fight and ftriving between theſe rwo 
contrary Principles in him, fo thar 
-bi- et Cannot GO the Things char 


he 4 
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he would: Now that which thus 


ſtrives againſt ſin in any man, and 
troubles him becauſe of fin, reproving 
and condemning him for it; that 1s 
of another nature then the Fleſh , 
(which harbours fin) and contrary to 
It. | 
Laſtly, confider the great love of 


God to mankind, and the great care | 


he hath of them. Firſt, as touching 
their Bodies. How doth he provide 
for the Bodies of all mankind ! He 
would have none hurt, none deftroy- 
ed, bur feedeth all, nouriſheth all, 
making plentiful provifion and giving 
fruitful: ſeaſons, cauſing his Sun to 
ſhine and his Rain to deſccnd on all. 
Then, as to their Souls : He knoweth 
zhe preciouſneſs thereof, and what 
the loſs of a Soul is: yea he knoweth 
how-cager the Devourer.is todeſtroy, 
and fetteth himſelf againſt him; He 


| is the Father of Spirits, and. his Son 
| the Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, 


wh 


pe” C48) -: 

whoſe nature it is to (gather and ſave z 
' and. it is ſaid cxpreſly of God, by the 
| Teſtimony of gthe Spirit of Truth, 
\ that he would :raveall co be ſavedand 
| come to the knowledge of the Truth, 
And whereas it was ſaid to the Fews, 
- that God was as the Potter, and they 
| as theClay; andhe conld make them 
 Veſlels cither of honour or diſhonour 


at his pleaſure, Fer. 18,6. yet it 


was ſaid to this end, even to invite 


and incourage .them to be ſubje& to 


him, that they might be made Vel- 


ſels of honour by- him , as appears 


Þerell. | 
Now conſider ; If God beas ten- 


der of ſouls, as of the bodies of mens 


doth he not+make proviſion for the 
* Caul, 2s wellas for the body ? Would 


be not have the ſoul live, and would | 
he not have the ſoul fed, as well as |] 
the body ? It {o : then nceds muſt. 


the light of his holy Spirit ſhine in- 
wardly throughout all Nations, and 


the 


ets: ak, 1-2 , 
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the ſaving Grace and Power be manis®* 


feſt everywhere, even in every heart; 


in ſome meaſure, and the Fleſh and I 
Blood of the Son of God (whiich is the . 


ſouls food) be diſtributed to all, 
And truly , the Lord is not an hard 
Maiter to any, (as the unprofirable 
Servant, in every Diſpenſation, is 


ready to account of him - ) for the 


times of ignorance and darkneſs God 
winketh art or pallc:h over, being 


very tender towards men in that eſtate: © 


yea, 4 little thar is of him, turned 
roand heeded, according to the Mea- 
ſure of Undesſtanding that God 
gives, will be owned and accepted, 
even in-the- midſt of a @ great deal of 
Darkneſs and. evil-worKing againſt 

it; | | : 
There was a time before the Law 
(for the Law was given. by Moſes ) 
what ſaved then? Was it any thing 


bat the ſaving Grace, the ſaving {fb 
Light, the ſaving Spirit ,.. che holy 
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{> Anointing ? Couldany be ſaved, bne 
” thereby. 2 fx 


” » 


Whatſaved under the Law ? Did 


| the Shadows then ſave; or the Sub- 


Rance of Life vailed under them * 


© Didnot the Spirit then work inward- 


Iy,. redeem inwardly, ſave inward- 
ly ? Didnot the Word or Command- 


|  ment$S*nigh in the mouth and heart 
| {rowhich aofes. by Gods direQion had 


ruracd thcir minds) enlighten and ſave 

1nwardly ? | 
And any of the Gentiles, as this 

Word or Spirit' of Life did work in 


them, Uid it not circumciſe —y 


and fave them alſo? So that thoug 


they had not the Law or Miniſtration 
of Moſes outward , yet they had the 
inward Writing from God on their 
hearts , . and ſhewed the work and 
efficacy of it there, and ſhall at laſt be 


F Juſtified by and according tothe ever-. 

- taſting Goſpel, which juftifieth all. 

| Wharſoever, o far as in any meaſure 
$58 | they | 
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they reccive and are ſubje& ro the-- #3 
Light and Law of Gods pure Spirit, 3 
which the carnal mind cannor receive | 
nor be ſ{ubjeR to. 

O that men could dye to themſelves, T 
cyen to their own wiſdom and pruden- .. 
cy, and not lean to their own under- 
ſtandings, nor idolize their own aps 
prehenfions and conceivings, but wait 
to receive underſtanding "from God, 
who giveth liberally of the true Wil- 
dom, to thoſe that ask and wait arighr ! - 
And how doth God give truc Wiſdom, 
and Underſtanding ? Is ic not by the 
ſhiniag of his Light i in the heart ? O 
chat men were turned inwardly thither, 
ww inwardly dead to that wiſdomand 
prudency irom which God ever hid 
things and ever will. Hethat will be 
truly wiſe,muſt firſt become a Fool, that 
he may be wiſe : thatis, He muſt nor 
ſtrive to learn in the comprehenſive 
way 0: mans wiſdem and prudency the _ 
thiies of Gods Kingdom , but _ | 
the 


(52) 
the begettings of lite in his heart, and 
in that receive ſomewhat of the new 8 
heavenly Underſtanding, and ſodye to 
the other, & know no more the things 
_.of God after the fleſh, that 15, as @ wile 
. * man;as a learned Scribe,as a great D1l- 
-- putanr(for where is the Wile © where is 
-, the Scriberzwhere is the Ditputer of this 
&  Warld? Can they findout the myſtery 
- * of life, che Myſtery or Gods Kingdom 
'In this Age, any more then they could 
informer Ages © ) bnt become # Babe, 
'a Fool, and ſo rec: £ and bow to that 
which bis own wiſdom will call tooliſh- 
neſs, and account weakneſs,but the o- 
 _ ther Birth which is begotten and born 
| of God,will know and daily cxperience 
to be*the Wiſdom and -Power of God 
nato Salvation. ED | 


, 


[a 2s, £ AY £5 - 2-0 — - _— 7% "" _ CEN og be 
” PP Lt - $6#,*'9 : 3 a 
ry Þ>. $EEÞ vs 
«x 


FER 4 


——__ 


An APPEAL to the Witnels 
of God in all Conlc eaces ; 
which is the More Sure Word 
of Prophelie, the teſtirony 
of the Scriptures Withoit, or 
the Voice and 'Teftimony of 
the Light and Spiri: of God 
Within 11 the Hears. 


Þ Ph Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of a.more 
ſure word of Prophetic (orof a 
more ſure propherical word, as the 
Greek hath it) then that voice.which 
came from Heaven, which they heard, 
when they were with Chriſt ia the ho- 
Iy Mount, 2 Pet. 1. 18, 19. - Now 
what this more ſure word is, which 


_,ought to be given heed toin the moſt -; 
| "eſpecial. manner, more then to ſuch - 
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an eminent Voice and Teſtimony from 
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ry, it iS a'very great and weighty 
Qdeftion. 


is the word and teſtimony ot the Scrip- 
rures without , others affirm that irs 
the voice, ſound and teſtimony of the 
Word of Life within. 

I do not know a Scripture that my 
heart hath been more tenderly ſollici- 
ous about, deſiring to give due honour 
both tothe Spirit of God and tothe 
holy Scriptures, and alſo ro under- 
ſtand what the Lord would have me 
IR the moſt eſpecial manner give heed 
to, until the ſeafon came from him, 
in which he ſhould cauſe the Day to 
dawn and the Day-Star to ariſe in my 
| heart. | And now that others might 
come to the fame underſtanding and 


% 


.. Confideratio:s profoſed in the weight 
of my. Sp:rit to them. 
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Heaven, even from the excellent Glo- | 


Now {ome afhrm that it 


ſatisfaction alſo, are theſe following. 
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- Firft, confider how ſure the Word 
of Propheſic was, how ſure the Voice 


| and Teſtimony from Heaven was, 


then which the Apoſtle directs them _ 
to ſomewhat as more ſure, This I may 
clearly ſay of it, It was undoubtedly 
from God, and that in a very extras 
ordinary manner, even _in- Chriſts 
preſence, when Aoſes and: Elias were 
with him, and God beſtowing upon 
him honour and glory, transfiguring 
him before his Diſciples,. cauſing his 
face to ſhine as the Sun, and making 
his Raiment white as the Light, Mat. 
I7.2, Andtheintcnt of it was togive 
the Diſciples full evidence and fartis- 
faion (for the Voice was not for his 
ſake, bur for theirs } or rather that 


|they- might have a full ground, after: 
- This death and reſurrection, to geſtifie 

[for the ſatisfaction and confirmation of - 
jothers : for till then, they were to 


keep it ſecret, wer, co Now that 
the | which 


<y@) 
which was thus provided for this end, 
doubtleſit was very ſure, reftified by 
them who were choſen to be faithful 
Witnefſes in this reſpeR, 


adly » Conſider, Whether the 


Teſtimonies of the Prophets concer- | 


ning "Chriſt were ſurer, then this im- 
mediate Voice from God himſelf ? 
Were they ſurer to thoſe that lived 
in thoſe dayes, or to choſe that ſhould 
come after, then this Teſtimoay was 
to the Apoſtles and to thoſe they did 
communicate it in the Will and 
Counſel of the Lord-2 The Prophets 
did teftific from Gods holy, unerring 
-Spirit : but they that lived in thoſe 
'dayes, did not alwayes believe and 
'receive their Propheſfies; but ſome- 


'times doubted of them aud queſtioacd |: 
them; yea their Propheſies were ot | 
alwayes evident and clearly underſtood 


by thoſe who deſired ro nnderſtand, 


but their. Viſions were many times a! 
FERTTE » -Book | 
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Book ſealed, both to the learned and © 
unlearned. Bur this Teſtimony, this 
Word of Prophefie, this Voice from 
the excellent Glory (This « my beloved 
Son, hear him) is a very plain, evident, 
{ull Teſtimony, cafe to be underſtood 
by any in that preſent orin after Ages ; 
and I muſt confeſs, as to my ſelf, the 
reading of it did alwayes deeply affe&t 
and ſatisfie my hearr. 


_ 3dly, Conſider the manner of Gods 
appearing to the Prophets, and com- 
parc it 'with the manner of this Ap- 
pearance, God appeared to them 
ſometimes in Viſftons, {ometimes in 
Dreams. Moſes {aw a Buſh burning, 
and heard a Voice. The Viſion of Iſaiah 


|. the ſon of Amos, Iſa. 1.1. and Ezetrel 
| ſaw. Viſions, Chap. 1.1. and Daniel 
| had a Dream and Viſions on his Bed, 


Tan. 7.1. And Feremiah had that 
ſweet Propheſie ( of Gods fatiating 


| the weary ſoul, and repleniſhing every 


ſorrow ul 


_—_— RY 58) | 
. forrowfulſoul) in his ſleep, Fer. 3r. 


26.. Now here, to theſe bleſſed * 


| Apoſtles, was a Viſion given of che 


| I: :glory of Chriſt, and of Moſes and Elias 


with him; not in the* mind or head, 


= as Daniels Vifions were, Dan, 7. 1. 
+ . but the excellent glory did appear, 


 Aand Chriſt, Moſes and Elias were 
F- really there together on the monnt 
- Cvhich is more then a prophetick 
Viſion of a thing) and Chriſe was 
cloathed with and ſwallowed up in 


|, the glory, . For God the Father did 
| -fethimſelt to honour and glorific him 
| ſo, as never man was glorified before 
and the Voice came(the certain Voice: 
= What Voice cou'd be more certain ? ) 


© from the excellent Glory, This i my 
* beloved Son, in whom: 1 am well-pleaſed, 


2 Pet. 1.17. And this pure Viſion * 


of Glery (even of Gods thus appearing, 
and Chriſts chus transfiguring ) they 
ſaw, and heard the Voice which came 
from Heaven, when they were with 


him | 


N ff) bao 


(59) 
he Propheſies of the Prophers that 
hriſt ſhould be born in Bethlebers, and 
hat he ſhould be thus and thns, &c. 
Fqual to this in evidence and demon- 


tration. Why was Fohn greater then 
he reſt of the Prophets * Was it not. 


ay, and could point with his finger 
othe Meſſiah? And yet, is not this 

mediate teſtimony from the excel- 
ſent Glory, greater then the teſtimony 
of Fohn ? 


4thly, Conſider, Whether Chriſts 
jfwn Words, in the Fleſh , fo his 
Diſciples, were ſurer then this Voice 
rom the excellent Glory * If I ſhould 


Jextol the Words of Chriſt in the 


Jot the, Prophets any wrong ? He was 
| | A the. 


{Flcſh, above the words of the Pro- : 


Iphets which teſtified of him, ſhould 
11 therein do the words and teſtimonies 


im in the holy Mount, Now were. 


n that he was choſen to be the imme-» 
Jiate Fore-runner and Preparer of the. 


(60). 


| the Son, he had the "0 of Life ſt; 


the fulneſs. of rhe Spiric, the great 
authority and vertue of God : hi 
Facher. God . (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, 
ſpoke 1n time. paſt wnto. the Fathers by thi 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt dayes ſpokes 
unto: us by hi. Son. ( Hebr. 1. 1,2. ) 
ſeeming to cxalt and magnifie Gods 
ſpeaking by his Son, and the Way. of 
this: Miniſtration above the Miniftra 
on-of the Prophets(which Miniſtratioa 
was firſt by him in fleſh, afterwards in 
Spirit, which is properly called the 
Miniſtration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 8.) 
Now. conſider, whether this ſure| \ 
word of Propheſie' from the excellent] u 
Glory, ſo - immediately . from the] a 
Majeſty on High, was not intended| 
by: him as a ſeal to the Faith of the 
Diſciples, as a ſeal to Chriſt's appear-Þ 
ance in Fleſh, and to- what: he hadF 
raught them (which was ſometimes in 


Parables, and not fo fully. under-, | 
| "ſtco# 
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was not more:. 'brighe, more cavitie ; 


wf ing, more Certain, more eſtabliſh- 


ing, then his common Preſence 


and Appearance among them, and 


then the words which. he from the 


- Father, not the Father ſo. immedi-_ 


ately himſelf ſpake to.them.?: For thae | 
which is given ta- confirm. athing, is 
(in order of nature and for evi- 
dence {ake) more certain and-clear, 


then thar which it is given to con- 


firm. 


5thly, Conſider, Whether: the 
Voice of Gods Spirit and Light with-'_ 
in, in the heart, be not more clear 
and certain to him that hears it, then 


any Word or Teſtimony trom with- 


out ? Is it not a {urer Word of Pro- 


4 pheſic, then this Relation or Teſti- 
''mony of che Apoſtles, of what the 
| heard from the excellent Glory © 


yea 15 it not ſurer then any. Teſti- 
mony 
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.mony af the Scriptures 5 or- then 


..all- outward Teſtimonies put roge- 
6; Ther. : > 


._ 6thly, Confider, Whether they 
who are turned from Darkueis to the 
. Light, evea co the inward Maniteſta- 
tion of Gods holy Spirit, o!ghr not co 
ive diligent heed unto it,uncil che day 
awn and the Day-Star ariſc in their 
hearts. | 


Laſtly, Conſider, What is the Git- 
ference between this Light ſhining 
Cas a Word of Prophefice) in the dari 
place, and the day dawning and the 
Day-Star ariſing in the heart © Is 


it not the ſame Light, only further re- 
vealed and: ſhining in it's glory, in the 
holy and pure place * | 
_ . The Apoſtle Pan! excellently 
-openeth the thing, Colofſ. rt. 25.20, 
i 27: Firſt he ſpeakethot che Wordin | 
-  gcneral,- which he was to fulfil, or 
2 £0] fully * 
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the Gentiles (for ſo the Greek werſ. 27. 
15) .cven in them that; believe not g 


the Word is nigh there, theInſttugi- 


on and Commandment of Life nigh 


there.” But, in thoſe thar receive 
the Grace, and believe in the Light, 


and ſo become children of the Light, 
and walk in che Light as Gods in the 
Light; in them Chriſt is riſen, and 
they are riſen together with him, and 
he is in them the hope of glory, $0 
that the day hath dawned, there the 
Day-Star hath ariſen ;, and they know 


not only' a Meaſure of .Grace from. 


Chriſt, but Chriſt himſelf ariſen, 


dyclling, living , ating, walking in 
them, and they in him. oe 


| Lettheſe things be,duly conſidered... 
of and equally weighed. in the holy 
' Ballance, and then I, dare appeal 't> 


every ſcrious and ſober hearc and mind, 
Whether the inward Light, 'the in- 


Wy. Y og. 
fully to. preach. Then he ſhewerly” _-. 
a 


how. this Word is a Myſtery, hidt 


ET  - 
ward Word, the word. nigh 'in the 


mouth and heart, andthe holy living | 


teſtimony thereof, the voice of the 
Witneſs within, of the Prophefic 
within, be not ſurer to that man that 
' hath it, and hears and knows the 
;  voicedfit, thenany outward voice or 
; teſtimony whatſoeyer ? 


.. Objetf, But ſome may object thus, or 
"after this manuer, I am ſatisfied that there 
#.4Word nigh in the mouth and heart (to 
which Moſes did direit the Jews, and 


the Apoſtles the Chriſtians) and that this 


-. Ford doth enlighten the mind, aud doth 


ſeparate in the month between words and 
Words, and i a [wift Witneſs againſt the 


bad words, anda Fuſtifier of the good woras, 

which-come from the truth and uprightzeſs 
of the heart, and are ſeaſoned with grace. 
.T alſo believe that, this Word ui quick and 
powerful in the heart, ſeparating and ai- 
viding between the thanghts and intents: 
there, and that the teſtimony thereof ts = 
47 
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and clearer (&s to the hearts in mbich it 
ſhines, and to them whoſe ſpiritual ears are 
opened to hear its voice) then any words and 
teftimonies from without; And I am (ati(- 
fied alſo,that they who are the Sheep of Gong, 
de thus hear the Shepherds Voice, anddo 
know both the Voice behind them, when: it 
comes after them to reprove their wandrings 
and direct their minds into the true Way, 
and alſo the woice before them, when the 
Shepherd (who is the Leader) putteth forth 
his Shcep, and goeth. before them and 


they follow him, for they. knew his 4 


Voice,.Fobhn10. 4. Tea, I have had the 
experience hereof in my own' Heart * for 1 
hve felt that work within, and that living 
{meet teſtimony of Gods Spirit in my own 
heart, which hath been mort to me," then all 
that ever I heard: or read, from without: 
ſo that I can truly ſay (with the Samaritans, 


Fubirg; 4%. ) Now 1 believe, not. becauſe £ 
of the teſ imonies or words I have heard from 


mriheat, bus from the evidence and demon- 
fration of Life and of Gods ho!y Spirit in 
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6 my own beart. . Nor can Tet, how the A- 

| *-pofile Peter in this place, \tan prefer. the 

” uTeftimonies of the Prophets. (for that which 
'#@ called the newTeſtament ,was not yet writ- 

| . Zen aud added to the old) before this glorions 

|. -damcatate-Teftimony from God Almighty, 

- .whichChrift was honoured with, and they 

 * weregreatly honoured in being admitted to 

| be Beholders and Witneſſes of. Yet ſomewhat 

 *fticks with me, namely thoſewords of the A- 

. Fpaſile, ver; 20. 21. wherein he plainly 
ſeemoto mer ſpeak of the Scriptures or VWri- 
 t1ngs of: the Prophets, as if that had been the 
more ſure Word of Propheſie, which in this 
place he had direfFed to. . For why ſhould he 


* >" nſw. Peter was the Min 
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though he, as well as Paul"an 


Aﬀs 26.18." and 1 Fobn 1.) was to 
dire& men to 'the Word within: and 
Light within; yet he knew.it was of 
_ great concernment to them; righelyzto 
read and be able tro underſtand theiLer- 
ter without, Therefore havingfirſt dire- 
 Redthem to! the Word of - propheſie;z 
ro the Path of the Juſt, ' which. is the 
inward fhining Light, to the” Eight 
which ſhines more and more in-the dark 
place, to them that give heed ro-it* 
in-thenext place it was very proper, - 
uſeful and neceſſary, to: dite& them 
how to read the Scriptures aright. 
For indeed, the Oracles of God were 


ought to bediligent in the'readingot 
them, that they might underſtand the 
holy Propheſies and precious>Promi- 
ſes, &Cc. and reap theihope. and com- 
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of che' divine Nature 5 
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d Foby, I 
and the other Apoſtles (Row; 10. tmd |} 
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given to them," Rom. 3. 2% and they b 


forrof them, 'and be/made:Partakers 
which is:the 
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outward Oracles a, Teſtmognies of ch :: I 
holy Spirit) thar- all haly” men-ſpake®- 2} 
not in their own wills , notin the wills © 
of che” Fkſh, net in the will ofman "+ 
but .as the Spirit of God gave them". } 
words and moved them to ſpcak.. And - + 
thoſe words, Tpoken by Gods Spiztt; - 

kfoweth none but that Spine. which. - 
ſpake them," "So that no man ought”? 
' to venture by his private Spigit, toun--: 
dertake to open and interpret thoſe 

words;bur he muſtfirſt receive the ſame  ? 
Word of Life, the ſame Spiric of Pro- © | 
hefie within, and wait upon him agd © | 
[4k to know his Voice, who openeth © * 
what and when he pleaſeth tothe. ons 1 
ofmen, cither of what he ſpake for-- 
merly, orof what he pleaſeth-to ſpeak '- ? 
now. And fo, wheti the ſame Ward: ? 
of Life ſpeaks in amans heart. now, ©_ 
ſhewing Aitigs to come, either con- * 
cerning a mans ſelf or others, that © 
may muſt be careful to retire and lie © 
very low before the Lord, waiting ” | 
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"'elfe4 man may. cadly miſ-un- 


"heart. The ſerrets of the Lord are with 
them that fear him. 1n the true fear 


"the Eats opened and the right Un- 


derſtanding given : but in the wiſdom 
"of the Fleſh, and in the confidence 
"thereof," it iscafic erring at any time 
'from the true ſenſe and right” uſe of 
that, which was opened and given b 


'or for the good of others. 
** To Conclude this appeal: There 
is one conſideration on. my heart to 
-propoſe: to the ſerious and (ober mind- 
ed ; and Oh that they might rightly 
conſider 'and underſtand it, 'David 
TER HIP i | *: | Was 


 *God, ©cither for the” ſouls own good, 


, b 
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the Spirit of Go 
Zr futhe | in the inward” parts. Can ye 


> "I I 1H » 


We 7 * 
was man ate Gods own rn heart,g wile” 
man, / an "Hawardly exerciſed man, . an 
Experienced man, an haly, piricual, 


heavenly man; 'a man who knew the 


inward, everlaſtin as Kingdoms and had 


and wirnefſed his- 


think that David did not know . the 


Word and Commandment of Life 


within ?.Did not God write his Law in 
his heart ? how elſe could he become 
a man after Gods own heart * Did not 
he witneſs the everlaſting Covenane 
and the Law thereof, thenew Law,the 
living Law, even the Law of the Spirit 
of Life i in Chriſt Jefus - ? "Naw 1 whe 


converting the ſoul : "What Law did tie 
mean ?. Whatis the Law, which con-: - 
verts the ſoul to God 2. Can any thi 

leſs then an inward Power, at fins 
Light;an inward Law, an inward Life, 
then the inward drawings and teach- - 
ings of Gods Spirit, convert the ſoul 
to 
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TKES iſe thi fimony's Is it 
D. fior the” Inward. teſtinidny ? What 
made him wiſer then the Ancients, 


"could teach the Law outward - were 
they nat the inward teachings and jn- 
ward precepts of Gods holy Spirit from 
the; 0rd of Lite within, which doybt- 
lefs' was very nigh him 
may ſo exerciſed \ Gods Spirit, Tad 
'{o formed after bis (Ion ? And what 
are thoſeright Scatutes, which rejoyce 


ment,” which calightens the eycs ? 
and che clean fear, andthe righteous 
Fodgmeats *, :, Are not theſe all things 
known "within, and .received within > 
 Dothanot God ,put his fear within, in 


| iohteous Judgements within, a againſt 
"fig and. -Iniquity. ? O how did David 
cry out, becauſe of Gods dreadful 


His 
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' and then his Teachers, who knew arid 


he being a 
BA. 


the heart ? and the pure Command- 


rhe heart * Doth not God reveal his. 


judgements upon him: for fin, and ſaid, 


®|- 
4 *'Y 
. [- : _ 


'Q& 3), 

his Sore ran in the'ni ke: and bes: : 

tered his 'Couch rs, Tearse, and © 
in another place, Ay Fleſh trembleth ar 
_ | fear of thee, and 1 am afraid o thy Fuddges 
| ments. And when he . ſpeaketh {6 © 
much(as-in P/al; 119. of Gods Word, © 
- | Gods Law, his Teſtimonics, Preceprs, 
S$cacutes, Judgements,&c., | what doth 
| | he ſpeak of: Deth. he. ſpeak of the 

| outward; or taward miniſtration of the © 
'word.in the heart 2 Doth he noc ſpeak 
of the inward. writing ? of the Law 
it the heart : of the Commandment.in 
the heart 2 . of the teſtimony of Life 
there? For he had the Teſtimony with- 
in, the Spirit within, the Law with» 
in,. the Light within, the. inward 
and ſpiritual Kingdom ( wherein the 
holy dominion'of God is revealed). he 
knew within : and ſo, believing, 
coold ſpeak of the power. aid glory © 
thereof, and of - Gods 'wonderous 
works, "Pal. 145. And whett he ſaid, 


FOER: Ka Lampunto my Feet, ads | 
Licht 


ED! 
4 


ann TM 
Light wnto' my Path: What Word did 


he mean ? ' Did he mean the Letter 
or Law outward © or the Word nigh 


id the mouth 'and heart; whick Moſes] 


had reſtfied of and dire&ted the 'Fews 
co, and he himſelf had been very well 
acquainted with «© When, again, 'he 
faith, Wherewithal ſhall a young man 
cleanſe bis way? and immediately gi- 
'veth the anſwer, By taking heed ac- 
cording to thy word. Doth he mean 
the Letter without, or the Word 
within? What is it, that cleanſeth 
the heart ? that cleanfeth the way ? 
Ts it any leſs then the Water of Life, 
' then” the ' Blood of the everlaſting 
\ _ Covenaiit, then the Word and Life 
of Truth within ? Sant7ifie them by thy 
Truth, thy Word i Truth. | In the ſenſe 
of chit :owvardly and obedience tv it, 
"5 the fenewing and Sancification 
felt. Ad ſo this brings to be unde- 
filed in theway, and to keep the teſti- 
monies 'of Life, 
oy 


and preſerves 'from| £1 


Ie, 7 20D I 
rer| doing iniquity, Bleſſed are'the wndefile 
&h | in the way, ich he, who walk in the 
les| Law of the Lord, Bleſſed are they that keep 
wsl hs Teſtimonies, that ſeek him with. the 
»11 | whole heart... They alſo. do no iniquity, 
he} VE 7% Had : he -NO' EXPEriEnce of theſe 
| things bimſelf > Yea. ſurely. He 
j- | knew the holy heart, the pure heart, 
c-| the new. and. beavenly Image , . the 
2n | heart after Gods own heart : and he 
rd| knew what it 'was to walk in 'inno- 
ch] cency, and to be kept out of Sin - 
-2| Hear what he himſelf ſaith, Pfal.- 
e, 18, 21. &c.., For I have kept the 
ig Wayes of - the Lord, and have not wick- 
fel edly departed from my God. For dll his 
hy | Fwndgements were before me, and I did not 
ſe| put away, his Statutes from me. 1 wasalſo” 
r,| »pright before him : and 1 kept my ſelf 
n| from. mine.iniquity : W hat was that ? 
e-| Was not that it which had moſt po- 
i-| wer. oycr. him, and was moſt apt-.to' 
m| entangle and cnſnare- him ? Nos : 

& 
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tn 


A (76) 
- he that! arrives here, he that doth this, 
thar keeps himſelf from: his i iniquicy, 
doubtleſs witneffeth grear power : and 
vigory over leſſer and {maller Sins, 


in the Power of his might ? did-not 
the Word of God abide in hints did 
not he overcomne the wicked one by 


the Power thereof : How clſc could he | 
walk thus in the Way: ofthe Lord; as | 


heexprefſerh,” and cep himſeIFirom 
his iniquity * © | 
© *: "Now. this Word of Life, theſe [+ 
ving wg and Precepts, yea 
the. ever Ordinances and: Sta- 
rates of the new Covenant; ' with the, 
fure mercies 6f Davide" which Word: 
Moſes had teſtified of and* directed: to; 
and David had experienced (it _ 
the Peart hehad treaſared up'and'Hi 
intis heart) and which was the Word 


of Faith which Paxland' the other Az | 


poſttes Mops and teſtified of; #1" 
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xg men from darkneſs 40 this uward = 
| Eight; Ifay,, this Word, this Lying \ | 
a] Ward (and, the. inward Miaultration = 
1 thercol). God hath revealed and. made =» 
dal manifeſt .in chis ourday, apd bath turns | 
&d the minds of many to it,. and 1s day 
Ty inviting men to. $hilgh's Streams 
to the living Waters,tothe Light an. 
|. Habitacion of rhe Living. ..Blei cd: c 
2x they that hear the joytul- ſpan, 
| come to the holy Mount and” C 
- our God, where Life lives and reigns, 
and is fed on by all the living z who are * 
Gods eleRt,Gods Heritage, Gods Vine- 
yard of Red Wine,Gods encloſed Gar- - -..\ 
+ | deny whom he warcheth over might 
4} and day, and watereth every moments _ 
| andia whom he-dwelleth and walketh, *. 4 
' and is to them a God' and Father, and  * 
maketh them daily ſenfible that they 
are-his Servants, Children and Spouſe, * |; 
4: | in whom is hisgreat delight, andon  @& 
| whoſe hearts and fore-heads is written,” *7 
'| Holineſs tothe Lord, Yea and the Lord: =... 
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- will bleſs thee forever, 0 Habitation of 


Fuftice and Mountain of Holineſs, and 


Tyety fongue hat tiferh up in judge- 
metragaint thee, wilt'the Lord God 
coridentti for evermote. . ” This'is the 
Heritage of the Servants of the Lord, | « 
whom the Lord hath gathered by the 

_ Arm of his mighty Power (inwardly 
revealed and ſtretched forth in them 
and'for them) and their righteouſneſs 

 Fof me; ſairh-the Lord, Zo 
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Poſtſcript: 


There if a Scripture now openeth in 
-- me, 4s it bath often done ; andit 

' bath been ver 'y ſweet to'my Taſte ; ; 
but Thave not had freedom to give 
it forth to others; as at this time. 
it is with me to : hi * It is that 
Scripture, Rom.9.18. There- 
fore hath he Mercy on whom + 
he wil! haveMercy,and whom } 
he 1311] he Hardeaeth. 1 


Ow many apprehend from this 
Scripture, as 1 allo formerly 
did, Thar Gqgath Choſen 


out. a: certain Number Perſons,/0n 
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whom he will have Mercy and Save | 
by Chriſt Jeſus the Lord and that he 

| hathpaſſed over thereft, ſothat they 
were never intended to have any Be- 


nefit by- Chriſt's death , as..to their 


 Erernal- Salvation. "This the wiſdom 


of man, from the Letter of this Scrip- 
ture — other places, may: cafi- 


1y apprehend and ſtrongly reaſon for. 
' But as th& Lord openeth the mind, 
and men come to a ſenſe of his Nature 


and Spirit, and his Intent in ſending 


| his Son, and receive the Key which 


opens the Truth as it is in Jeſus; they 
will eaſily ſee that thisis contrary to 


#  ; Gods Nature, and his Intent in ſend- 


M. . 
£5 
oy 


up 


. ing his Son, 
Covenant of Light and Life, and 


© God, 


and the univerſall 


the manifeſt Teſtimony of the Scrip- 


' Firſt, As touching the Narure of 
is Nature is Love, Leve 
to all hjs Ercatures. He- wonld noc 


""kaveit poll with any of them. - He 


needeth 


| 06) 
needeth. not. their Miſery . 40;; make 
himſelf Happy., His Nature isc0 love, 
to Bleſs to Save:ngt to > Deſtroy or. Cur 
off, not co Aftict or. Grieve the;Chik © 
dren of men not to Hort either the B64 
dy or Soul ofany, He preſerverh man 
|- an and Beaſt, Pſal. 36:6, 
Secondly, As touching His ſending 

his Son, He ſent him in his Loys,to 
1 Mankind, to fave Mankind, His 
| Love was not to a few enly : but he 
| lovedall his Creatures, he loved. all 
| loſt Souls ; and he ſenr his Son 19 
ſave them all, He gave him Lighe _, * 
to enlighten them 21l, and he gave 
him Lite to quicken chem, all; i0n- 
ly, he diſpenceth this;.in various 
wayes, according to the, Infinite 
| Wiſdom gnd Good. Pleaſure of. his 
| Father. | 

So that, Thirdly, the Covenant 
of Light and Life is univerſal andnigh 
all Mankind, by which the darkeſt 
parts and corners of the Earth are at 
n_ {ome- 


[ 
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ſometimes enlightened, and feel ſome- 
What of the Quickning Life. For 
the life is the light of men: and the 
light comes from the lite, and is a 
quick, piercing, quickning, Light, 
conveyins Warmth and Life, yea 


e.  's . : 4 4 
living Vertue into the darkeft hearts, 


as it moves.and finds entertainment in 
Bean, HE 

"Laſtly, Asfor the Teſtimony of the 
Scriptures, it is very clear that God 
would haye none to Periſh, A/7 Sonls 
"wemine, ſaith the Lord, Ezek. 18. 4. 
T'bave no Pleaſure in the Death of him that 
dyeth, ver. 32. and again, As I live, 
faith the Lerd God, I have no Pleaſure 


tn the Death of the Wicked, Chap. 33.11. | 


I have ſent my Light to enlighten 
allmen,and turn all men; and I would 
 haye all men receive it and be tnrned 
by it.  lhave ſhewedevery man what 
is Good, and what I the Lord require 
of him : and-I would have every man 
anſwer the Manifeftation of my Light 
an 


(83) 
and Spirit in him. Do ye not read 
Gods charge againſt the whole Earth, 
Iſa. 34. 5. "That they had tranſgreſſed 
the Law, changed the Ordinance, 
broken the everlaſting Covenant ? 
Why then they all had the Law, had 


i}. the Ordinance, had the everlaſting 


Covenant : and for this cauſe it is 
that the Curſe and Judgement: comes 
upon them, wer. 6. So that: this was 
the Condemnation'ſrom the begining, 


and this is the Condemnation Rill, 


that Lightis come into the World, 

and men love- darkneſs rather then 
Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil. 

Men are not condemned for want of 
Light from Chriſt Jeſus; but becauſe 
chey do not believe in and obey that 
Light which they have from | 
becauſe they believe in the Darkneſs, 

baieve in the dark ſpirit, believe mm 
the dark power which riſeth up againſt 
tle Miniſtration of Light in the heart ; 
aid do not bclieve in that which.is 


F 3 oiven - ., 


_ A), 

given'of God to difcover and work 
it out. "What ſhonld I multiply Scrip- 
tures for ?i3 That * common Scripture 
is abſolurely undeniable (as the Lord 
opens the heart unto the Simplicity 
of Truthi, - and: keeps it out of the 
ſubtle, -enchanting wiſdom ) Fohn 3, 
16, 17. 'iFor. God F/ Loved the world, 
that ' he: (gave bis. onely” begotten Son : 
that whoſoewtr Milieverh in Him, ſhould 
not Periſh,” but have © B verlaſting Life, 
For God ſent inot bis Son into the World 
to condemn ths World': But ' that the 
World through him - might be ſaved, 
What can be more naked and plain 
then theſe . Words of Chriſt, who 
knew. the very , Heart of God Ty 
chis particular, and plainly declares 
what it is : cven not to condemn, 
not to \ deſtroy , bur to fave en 
from Condemnation and Deſtrugi.- 

on ?. And would Chriſt have ſo af- 
fectionately Wept over Fernſalon, 
«Had he KNOW. it. to haye been 1is 

F Fathers 


my heart, 


(85) 
Fathers will agd Determinate Conn- 
ſel, that they ſhould have periſhed, 
and not have becn gathered and fa- 
ved by him ? ] ſhall add but one 
Place more , where the Apoftle 
( who knew God's Counſel , and 
underſtood the Myſtery of Elecion 
and Reprobation, and had the Mind 
of Chriſt ) ſaith * expreſly , that God 
will have all men tio be ſaved, and ta 


"come unto the Knowledge of the Truth, 


I Tim. 2. 4, What words can 
be ſpoken more plain and full £ 
And ler People mind, that theſe 
words are far plainer and eaſier to 
be underſtood, then thoſe Scriptures 
which treat of Ele&tion and Reproba- 
tion which is a deep Myſtery; and 
men .muft coine to a growth ia the 
Truth, before they can receive rhat 
capacity, whichis neceſfary towards 
the underſtanding of them; . But co 
open tie thing alittle, as ittis now in 


There 
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£ There hath . been a, threefold Diſ- 
enſation. of God to .Mankind; A 
iſvenſation of the Law,to. the Fows. 
A Diſpenſatioa of the- Goſpel (or 
pmile, which was as well before-the 
| Law, as after. it )- to the called 
ou and Gentiles, , And a ſecret, 
idden Diſpenſation' of the Myſtery 
of Grace, of «the Myſtery of. Lite 
and Salvation, which the Apoſtle 
calls the Myſtery hid in the Gen- 
tiles,  Coloſſ. 3. 27. For ſomewhat 
of God, ſfomewhar of the Nature 
and Spirit of Chriſt, the Souls of all 


Mankind have had neer them to en- — 


- Hgheen + them., .and to turn them 
from Satan's: power to God, though 
it. hath .not been a thing known 
to them, but a Myltcry hid in 
them. 

Now, that God did caſt off any 
Few under the Law, or any whom 
| he viſits with the Grace aud Power 

of the Goſpel, * from a mecr,' abio- 
Jure 


2M ($7) I. 
late will in himſclf;- becauſe he would | 
deſtroy -thett! atid have then periſh, 

. to ſhew forth: the Praiſe of his Juſtice, 
and his 'abſolute Soveraignity' : this 
the.rrue ſenſe of Life in me denies, 
Bur all have a viſit, of that which 

. ſaves, heartily and in true Good- 

' will 'from ' God : and he that is 

ruraed to that. which God: hath ſent; 
to turn - him, ſhall be owned. and- 

ſaved thereby. He that believeth- 

in the Truth, in the. Light, in the 
Word nigh, even in the very loweſt 
appearance of ir ( for the loweſt ap- 
— Pearance is the {ame thing in nature, 
with the higheſt; and the Grace is. 
ſaving in its very loweſt appearance, 
as well asin its higheſt) ſhall be reg 
thereby. 

Now mark : God's Grace, - God's: 
Mercy, God's Love, Gods Light, 
God's Spirit, GoJ's Power ,  &c. 
| is his own : And he may do with 
his own what he pleafketh. Now, 

it 
, 


| OS 
it- being by'tbis that he ſtrives, con- 
verts/ and Aves + And it. being in 
his own will and good pleaſure, how 
longs he will ſtrive and contend to 
ſave , it lieth ' therefore abſolutely 
in him, even in his own will, what 
he will do in this kind. - He may 
take advantage + againſt Rebellious 
Man, -and-cut him of -whea | he 
will : And again, he may ſtrive 
and raiſe true ſenſe in a mans heart, 
and give  Repentance and Pardon 
his Tranfgreſhons as long as he plcal- 
eth; Yea; he may fo change a 
man's heart, and fo Create him a 
| new in Chriſt Jeſus, and fo bring 
 -him into Unity with the pure Seed, 
and -rto that eſtate in the Seed, as 
that he may have aflurance he hall 
never be utterly caſt of: Bur char 
though he ſhould Sin , and .Tranſ- 
greſs the Holy Law of- God's Spi- 
fir, his Iniquity (hall be chaftited 
'with Stripes, and his Soul One 
| | an 


(89) 
and brought "back thereby, ' but not 
utterly rejected *by the Lord, Now, 
it being thus, hath nor. God Mercy 
on whom” he will And” doth nor 
he Harden 'as he pleafeth ?- Did 
nor God give up'the Fews* to hard- 
+ neſs, after mach ſtriving with them? 
Bid not God 'give up the Centeles 
to: hardneſs, and to. vain, *imagitia- 
tions concerning rhe true God , af- 
ter they *had rejected 2 meaſure of 
the True Knowledge? '(Rom.'1, 21.) 
Have not' the Veſlels' of - Wrath, 
who are fitted ro deſtrution, a day 
' of much long-ſuffering firſt ? Rom. 
9. 22. Had not the' Old World, 
who were fitted for that Deſtrutti- 
on of the Floud, a long'day of 
Patience and Forbearance from God, 
{ his Spirit reproving* of them and 
ſtriving with them £7 To what end 
did God forbear them, 'and cauſe 
his Spirit to ſtrive with them ? 
Was it not to lead them to Re- 
LEY pentance, 


<Y 
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Pfptance . that thereby they might 
have Avyoided that Deſtruction , 
which by their Rebellion and Stiff- 
- meſs of Spirit , againſt God's good 
and Tender Spirit, they were fitted 
for and. expoſed to? See Rom. 2. 4. 
So {or Cap, How tenderly did God 
deal with him ! how uprightly- did 
God ſeek his good ! Would not God 
have had him come to a true ſenſe 
and -repentance « Would® not God 
have had him believed ard offered in 
the , Faith, and been accepted as his 
brother was? And for Pharash : God, 
indeed, was againſt that nature and 
Spirit in bim, which oppreſled 1ſrae/: 
bur. would not the Lord have had 
him denied. and turned from that 
" nature and Spirit , - and let 7/ſrael 
g0-'% God would have no. man do 


F evil and bring uroa themſelves De- 


\ ſtruction, though in. his juſt Judge- 
ment, he is many times provoked to 
give Men up to that, which leaderh 

mro 
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anto and hrdevrclh in Evil; -So nor 
onely Pharadh, bur Tſrael alſo was gi- 
ven up to cheir own hearts Lufts, 
when they would none of the Lord, 
nor hearken to his counſels Pſal. 8. 
12, But, ſaith theLord,  O that 
it had been otherwiſe ! 0 that my Peg= 
ple had hearkened unto me, &c. it ſhould * 
then have been otherwiſe with them, E 
Ver. 13. &Cc. 2M 
' Yo that God; of himſelf, doth 
nat defire the Deſtruftion af his 
Creature ; nor doth he deſire to har- 
den them, or to give them up to'a 
deluding fpirir, thac they might be 
dhmned :* bur men firſt refuſe the 
Truth and turn from it, or ler it $0, 
not receiving it in the love of it, or, 
not liking co retain the knowled we 
of it ( which is Death to the man's 
corrupt nature, ſpieit, will and wiſ- 
dom , and {ſuch a Croſs and Yoke, 
as he is in no wile willing to bear - ) 
and - then the Lord, in his juſt 


Judg- 


(92) : 
Jadgement, gives'.chem. , up;.to the 
Deceirfulneſs of Sin, to. be harden- 
E& by ir;:; Now this liveth in God's 
own 'Breaſt:when and to. whom to 
do it, actording to his own Will 
- . and: according to his own Wiſdom 
and Counſel, ſo that it may be tru- 
Iy and: properly ſaid, | He hath mercy 
and Compaſſuon ap whom he will , apd 
. whom: he will he bardeneth, But that 
God hath determined to harden. any, 
; Without giving them a Day of Mcr- 
' cy:3-0r that it is Gods Will and 
determinate Counſel , - that men - 
thould reje& the. Day of his Mercy 
and precious ITnvitation ,; that they, 
might be hardened ; þy. him and 
periſh :- This is nor God's Truth, 
but mens. Miſ-Apprehenſions upon 
rue words, gathering. Meanings 
thereiron, in their own wiſdom , 
and -oot Waiting - upon, God. till, he 
cauſe the: truc Light io ſhine ' in 
them,and chereby give them the. Tue 
217 | Know 
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Knowledge and Underſtanding, - 7 
* Thhercfore;z. fince there is' ſuch 
Mercy in . God towards all, and he 
hath given all men a Daydof. Viſt- 
ration, greater_gr lefler, yea, ſince- 


ot late he bach Conſe: KL to 
ſhine forth, and given this Age ſuch 
a Viſitation, as many Ages have nor 


had :. O let men take \heed how 
they cloſe their Eyes, ſtop their 


Ears and harden their Hearts againſt” : | 


it z leſt they provoke God to give 
them up to their own imaginary, 
coficeited ,, fleſhly comprehenſive 
knowledge of the Letter, and ſp 
ſeal them up in that hardneſs of 
heart and deafneſs of Spirit, which 
they firſt gave themſelves up to. 
For the Letter without the [Spirit 
killecth : And fo doth all lirteral 
knowledge : and there needs no greater 
Curſe from God (it will (officiently . 


| avenge the Cauſe of his Reproached 


Light aud holy Covenant of Life in 
| | Chrit 
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ati we 
Chriſt Jeſas; now abundantly revealed 


:and made manifeſt ) thento cloſe mens 
Eyes; and ſtop their Ears, and har- 


den their Hearts (in their Licteral 
Knowledges and Pradtiſes) from be- 


| _— and partaking of the preci- 
ous Lite and Vertue of this holy and . 


Living Miniftration in Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, wherewith God viſiteth and re- 
deemeth his people. | 

\] Indeed the Phyfitian is come inwardly 


and ſpiritually, and he inwardly heals 


and reſtoreth his People ; faithfully, 
ſeeking atter the Sick, the Diſtreſſed, 
the Broken, the Wounded , pouring 
Oyl into their Wounds, and healing 


them. But there are ſome, who are 
-{o ſound and whole in their notional 


Apprehenſions and Pradtiſes, that they 
have no necd of the Phyfitian : and 


then the Phyſician paſſeth by, as un- 


worthy of im, and whom he intendeth 
ſhall dave no ſhare with him. Ephraim 
i joyned to Idels (he is well, he hath 

| | enough, 
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enough, he hath no. need'of me) ez! 
him alone, ſaith the Lord. Iwillt pour! 
out the choice Vercue of my Spiritual? 
Life, and redeeming Power, among ? 
my gathered Sheep and Lambs, who * 
have necd thereof and will rejoyce : 
therein. Theſe will knew my Voice, ? 
theſe will juftific the appearance of my 2: 
ſpirit and power, theſe love the ſavour ? 
of my Anointing and precious Oynt- 
ment which runs down from the Head 3 
upon all the Living Body : and theſe 
ſhall have it. Theſe underſtand how ; 
I have Mercy on whom I will, and? 
whom Twill IHearden - and itismy ./ 
will to have Mercy on theſe, my once? 
oreatly Diſtreſſed Ones, and todeſtroy 
(inwardly to deſtroy, .O who knows ? 
what that means)thefat and the ſtrong, * 
and to feed them with judgement. O * 
that men did know to whom the Mer- 
cy, and to whom the Judgement be- 
longs. Tothe wiſdom of the Fleſh, Y 
to the wiſe Comprehenders of the 3 

[OM things ; 
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KG Godt ate the Fleſh, is. the 
Judgement ro the Poor, -to the Di- 
ſtrcſed, ro "ho Broken in Spirit (net 

5. them thatare: at caſc in their Lit- 
l fa Knowledge, but to the Mourners 
Ge $ionafterthe holy God, and his li- 
3 ing Power and. Righteouſneſs) is the 
zucriaſting Goſpe), the Mercy, the 
; 'x LOYE, the Peace, the binding-up, the 

rn prnn whici is by Chriſt Jeſus, 
the living. Miniftcr in the holy SanR- 
7 riar\ of our r God. 
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THE END 
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